
 

w w w .d em o s.co .uk 

invitation  

You are invited to a science policy double bill: 
 
A ll talk? N an o tech n o lo g ies an d  p u b lic en g ag em en t 

follow ed by: 

A  n ew  so cial co n tract fo r scien ce? 

Dem os, In volve and  th e Scien ce an d  Dem o cracy N etw o rk in vite you to  join  
us fo r a d ay of discussio n on Tuesday 26 Jun e.  

Fro m  09:30 to  15:30, w e w ill b e launching  tw o  repo rts, w hich  p resen t th e 
results o f the p ub lic en gagem en t th at has taken  place in  th e U K th rough  
th e N anodialogues pro ject and  th e N anotechn ology Engagem ent G roup 

In 2004, the Ro yal So ciety and  Royal A cad em y of Eng in eerin g published  a 
g round breaking  report on  nanotechnologies, and  called  fo r m ore public 
d eb ate. Three years on , w h ere do  w e stand ? H as p ub lic en gag em ent 
b eco m e p art o f th e fabric of n anoscience? Is it only b eing  used  to  m anage 
risks, o r h as it also  help ed  to  shap e inno vation trajectories? 

This discussio n w ill b e follo w ed  in the aftern oon b y a keyn ote add ress fro m  
Sir David King , an d  a debate on  ‘A  new  social contract for science?’ 

A g en d a 

09:30 Registration  and  coffee 

10:00  Th e N an o d ialo g u es: fo u r exp erim en ts in  p u b lic en g ag em en t  

C hair: Jam es W ilsd o n , H ead  of Science and  In no vation , Dem os  
Jack Stilg o e, Sen io r Researcher, Dem o s 
B rian  W yn n e, Professor of Scien ce Stud ies, Lancaster U niversity 
A n n  D o w lin g , Pro fessor of M echan ical Engin eering , U n iversity o f 
C am b ridg e and  chair, Royal So ciety/Royal A cad em y o f En gineering 
w o rking  g roup  on  n anoscien ce an d  n ano tech nolog y 

11:10  Tea an d  coffee 

11:30 Th e N an o tech n o lo g y En g ag em en t G ro u p   
 

C hair: R ich ard  Jo n es, Pro fesso r o f Ph ysics, U n iversity o f Sh effield 
and  C hair of N ano tech nology Eng agem en t G ro up  
 
Key findings: R ich ard  W ilso n , Directo r, Involve 
Panel D iscussion: 
Sir Jo h n  B erin g er, Pro fessor o f M olecular G enetics, Bristol 
U niversity and  ch air o f th e Co un cil for Science and  Techn olog y 
N an otechnology sub-com m ittee 
P ierre-B en o it Jo ly, Research  Directo r, N ational In stitute of 
A gro no m ic Research  (IN RA ), France 
D avid  G u sto n , Director of th e C enter for N ano tech nolog y in  
Society, A rizona State U niversity, U SA  
P u b lic P articip an ts from  N an ojury an d  N anodialogues 

13:00 Lunch 

Tu esd ay 26  Ju n e 2007

9:30am -6:00p m
follow ed  b y d rinks

In stitu te o f P h ysics
76 Portland  Place
Lon d on W 1B 1N T

RSVP: 
science@ d em os.co.uk
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14:00 W h ere n ext fo r p u b lic en g ag em en t in  scien ce?  

C hair: R ich ard  W ilso n , Involve 
 
Keynote address:  
Sir D avid  K in g , C h ief Scien tific A d visor to  the U K G overnm ent an d  
H ead  of the O ffice o f Science and  Inno vation  
 
W ith responses from : 
Sh eila Jasan o ff, Pfo rzheim er Professor of Scien ce an d  Technology 
Studies, H arvard  U niversity  
R ich ard  Jo n es, Pro fesso r o f Ph ysics, U niversity o f Sheffield  
D o u g  P arr, C hief Scientist, G reen peace U K 

15:30 Tea 

16:00 D EB A TE: ‘A  n ew  so cial co n tract fo r scien ce?’ 

In these fin al d ays of To ny Blair’s p rem iersh ip , there is w idespread 
sp eculation ab out th e chang es in  po licy that h is successor w ill introduce. 
Science is on e area b eing  tipped  for a sh akeup , p erhaps through the 
creation o f a new  m in istry, or a m erger w ith ed ucatio n an d  skills. Tin kering 
w ith the m achin ery of go vern m en t is on e w ay of signaling  a fresh  start, but 
w ill such  chang es be accom p anied  b y any m ore fun dam en tal reapp raisal o f 
th e changin g so cial and  po litical con text fo r science?   

There is no w  a g ro w ing  recog nitio n that know led ge societies dem an d 
know in g citizens, w ith  a voice in  d ecision s abo ut science. A t th e sam e tim e, 
b ound aries are blurring betw een  p ub lic an d  private interests in  research . 
A nd  the tradition al dom in ance of Euro pe and  th e U S is bein g challenged 
b y the rise of n ew  cen tres of inno vation . H ow  successfully are policym akers 
in the U K an d  elsew here g rapplin g w ith  th ese challenges? A re relatio ns 
b etw een scien ce an d  society im p rovin g or getting w orse? H ow  m ight 
things ch ange und er a n ew  PM , a n ew  science m inister and  – potentially –  
a n ew  dep artm ent? O ur panel of leading thinkers w ill debate w h eth er w e 
n eed  a n ew  social contract for science.  

Sh eila Jasan o ff, Pfo rzheim er Professor of Scien ce an d  Technology 
Studies, H arvard  U niversity  
D avid  Ed g erto n , Pro fesso r o f H istory of Scien ce an d  Techn ology, 
Im p erial C ollege London an d  auth or The Shock of the O ld 
B en  G o ld acre, Do ctor, w riter and  ‘Bad  scien ce’ colum nist fo r The 
G uardian  
H ilary R o se, Em erita Pro fesso r o f So cial Policy, U niversity of 
Bradfo rd 

A n d y Stirlin g , Pro fesso r o f Science and  Tech no logy Policy, 
U niversity o f Sussex 
C hair: Jam es W ilsd o n , Dem os  

This final session  is co -hosted  w ith  th e Scien ce an d  D em o cracy N etw o rk  
(w w w .ksg.harvard .edu/sts/abo ut/sd n.htm ), and  m arks the start of th e 2007 
SDN  m eetin g , w hich  takes p lace from  27-29 June in  Cam bridge.  

18:00 Drinks reception 

R SV P  b y em ail to  scien ce@ d em o s.co .u k an d  let u s k n o w  w h eth er yo u  
w o u ld  like to  atten d  fo r th e w h o le d ay, th e 9:3 0-4p m  sessio n s o r th e 
4p m -6 :00p m  sessio n  

The n an odialog ues p roject is 
sup p orted b y Scien cew ise, 
The En viro nm ent A g ency, 
EPSRC , BBSRC , U nilever and  
Practical A ction. The N EG  is 
sup p orted b y Scien cew ise.  
 
 
The N EG  is m ade up  of 
rep resen tatives from :  
In volve; C am brid ge U niversity; 
Sheffield  U niversity; C han nel 4; 
O SI; Defra; Dem os; Po licy, 
Ethics an d Life Sciences 
Research  Institute, N ew castle 
U n iversity; Dialogue b y 
Design; Th ink-lab; Forum  for 
th e Future; Th e Society, 
Religio n and  Technolo g y 
Project; C ardiff U niversity, 
EPSRC  and  the  
N an otech no log y In dustries 
A sso ciation. 


